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MESSAGE FROM  THE V ICE-PRINCIPAL  

  
 
 
 
Dear Families and Community Members, 
 
  
Spring is on its way! One of the signs of spring is the annual literacy test which is a graduation require-
ment for our students. The test will take place on March 30th beginning at 8:50 a.m.  On that day only 
students writing the test will attend school in the morning; all other students will start class at 12:30 p.m. 
The one exception is for those students in our Special Education Community classes who will arrive to 
school at their regular time.  
 
To help support students prepare for the test, there are a number of activities taking place. We have 
whole school activities and after school literacy classes set up to support our students. For further infor-
mation on the test and supports for the test please contact our literacy teacher Ms.  Rai. 
  
We would also like to acknowledge the great job that our students did last semester. We had over 471 
out of 850 students receive an average of over 80% and appear on the honour roll. We also had 158 
students with an average of 90% or better who appeared on the Principal’s List. Congratulations to our 
students and staff for their dedication and hard work. On Wednesday March 22, 2017 we will hold our 
Subject Awards Assembly for students in grades nine to eleven to celebrate their achievements; grade 
twelve subject awards will take place in June during our graduation ceremony. We hope to see you 
there!  
 
Interim reports went home on March 9

th
, along with important information regarding Parents’ Night and 

Instructions on how to book interview times online. We encourage you to book appointments with your 
child’s teachers so that you keep informed of their progress, strengths and needs. 
 
Finally, we would like to congratulate our Sr. Boys Basketball team on their tremendous season! The 
team made it to the OFSAA finals and placed second. It was a thrilling final played before a packed 
house in Sault Ste Marie. Congratulations to the boys and to their coaches, Mr. Alkins, Mr. James, Mr. 
Saleh, Mr. Barham and Mr. Moghaizel. 
  
We wish you a safe and wonderful March Break and look forward to returning to classes on March 20, 
2017. 
  
Warmest regards, 
  
  
Joe Foti 
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THORNLEA’S ANNUAL  

AWARDS CEREMONY 

  

On Wednesday, March 22, 2017 

we will be recognizing students who achieved  

academic excellence during  

Semester 1 for the 16-17 school year. 

By Invitation Only. 

  

Parents are invited to attend our ceremony 

and witness the presentation of certificates 

in the CAFETERIA from 9:00am – 10am 
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OSSLT SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 30 
 

Period 1   12:30—1:45 
 

Period 2     1:50—3:05 
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Attention Students Graduating this year: 
 
Please make sure to complete the Graduation Gown/
Ceremony form and make sure to pay the $40.00 fee. 
You may pay online via Cash On Line or Cash or Cheque 
(Payable to: Thornlea Secondary School). 
 
Check with Ms. Burdett in the Guidance Office if you 
aren’t sure if you have already paid or completed the 
gown order form. 
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With spring approaching and the hours of daylight increasing, now is a 
good time to enjoy the outdoors and our natural environment. Did you 
know that our Board has five outdoor education centres, and students 
have opportunities to visit them and other outdoor learning spaces 
throughout their schooling? This is part of our commitment to giving stu-
dents an opportunity to learn in and about the natural world. This learning 
supports students in gaining a deeper appreciation for nature and the im-
portance of environmental sustainability.   
 
 “Modelling continuous environmental sustainability” is one of the goals 
outlined in our Board of Trustees’ Multi-Year Plan. We believe that we all 
have a role to play in reducing waste and protecting our environment. Our 
students, staff members and families continue to show leadership when it 
comes to supporting student learning and initiatives to reduce our ecologi-
cal footprint. 
 
Spending time outside as a family also provides a great opportunity to 
support and enhance your child’s learning outside of school. Whether visit-
ing a park or museum, reading with your child in your home language or 
asking questions about their day at school - know that there are many 
ways you can support their education and that you are making a differ-
ence. 
 
I hope you all have a happy and safe March Break and enjoy the warmer 
weather ahead. 
  

March 2017 Trustee Greetings  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/outdoored/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/BoardPlans/Pages/MYP-Goals.aspx


10  

 



11  

 



12  

 



13  

 



14  

 



15  

Cosmetology Update 
 

 

Thornlea Wins A Gold Medal! 

 

  Congratulations to Audrey Kim, a grade 10 Hairstyling and Aesthetics student 

who participated in the Skills Canada Regional Hairstyling competition on March 

2nd at Seneca College.  Audrey was among 9 students who competed in the Ele-

gant Evening Style and Ladies Trendy Day Style categories.  Her hard work train-

ing with Ms. Walker over the past month paid off placing her 1st in both catego-

ries! 

We wish Audrey continued success as she prepares for the Skills Canada Provin-

cial Hairstyling Competition on May 2nd in Toronto. 
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HOMESTAY 
 
Did you know that York Region District School 
Board offers a homestay program for interna-
tional students attending its schools? Many 
families in your area host students, and this 
exciting opportunity is available to you if you 
qualify. If you want to find out more, visit the 
website: www.yrdsb.ca/homestay  

http://www.yrdsb.ca/homestay
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Hello all from the Guidance Department!  Our team has been busy with providing our students 

with their course request for next year.  Please make sure your child has submitted a signed 

course selection form to the Guidance Department.   

 

A Course Selection Verification Sheet will be distributed after the March Break, at that time 

students can request a change on this sheet. 

 

Important Notice for all grade 12’s that have applied to OUAC for university! 

Your grades from semester one have been processed by OUAC and sent to the Universities to 

which you have applied.  Please log on to your online application in order to review your aca-

demic information.  This verification is especially important if OUAC does not have a valid 

email address on file, or you are not able to receive emails from OUAC/your Universities be-

cause of a junk-mail setting with you inbox.  If you see an error in your OUAC file, it is very im-

portant that you contact your Guidance Counsellor as soon as possible to have it corrected. 

 

College and University Spring Open Houses are a popular way for prospective students to visit various 

Post-Secondary Institutions and evaluate them prior to applying and/or choosing.  It is never too early 

to begin the search.  The Guidance Department encourages all students, especially in grades 11 and 12 

to attend the open house program of any potential future University/College.  Please visit the Univer-

sity/College website to confirm Open House schedules during March Break.  Spaces can be limited. 

 

We would also like to remind students that there is a new process in place for Community Service 

Hours (CSH).  All students must complete 40 community hours to obtain their Ontario Secondary 

School Diploma.  The Guidance department must approve your community service opportunity before 

you start your hours.  Please see your counselor for a CSH sheet and pre-approval.  Finally, a re-

minder to all grade 12 students; that they should hand in their community service hours as soon 

as possible before the next OUAC transmission. For more information on volunteer opportunities, 

please come down to the Guidance Office and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please 

take a look at our “Volunteer Bulletin Board” for current opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Edu-

cation requirement. 

 

Special Announcement: 

Course Verification 
All returning students will be receiving a Student Course Selection Verification from their HOME-

ROOM Teacher (or the Guidance Office if they have a spare period 1) on Tuesday March 21st.  This 

will list the courses each student chose for the 2017-2018 school year.  We ask that every student and 

Parent/Guardian carefully examine this report to verify the following: 

That every course selected is correct. 

 

Students only need to submit this form to the Guidance office (with required signatures) if a correc-

tion or change is necessary.  The directions for corrections and changes can be found on the verifica-

tion form.  The deadline for submitting an altered Student Course Selection Verification to the 

Guidance office is Wed. March 29th, by 3:00PM.  If no changes are needed, just keep the form for 

your own records. 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  

 
 March 13-17   MARCH BREAK 
 
 March 22    Awards Ceremony (By Invite) 
 
 March 30    OSSLT  
 
 April 6    Parents’ Night 6:30-8:30 
      (See online appointment instructions in 
      this bulletin) 
         April 14    Good Friday ( No School) 
 
 April 17    Easter Monday (No School) 
 
 April 18-21    Student ONE ACT Play Festival 
 
 April 24    School Council Mtg 7:15pm Library 
 
 April 26    Mid-term reports Home 
 
 April 27    Wellness Day for Health 
 
 May 5    PA Day (No school for students) 
 
 May 8-12    Outdoor Ed Trip 
 
 May 10    Spring Concert 
 
 May 15    School Council Meeting 7:15pm 
 
 May 18    Prom 
 
 May 22    Victoria Day 
 
 May 25    Thornstock 2017 


